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establishing and furthering the independence of the small
nations within an orderly European system an easy^one. Yet
the Czechoslovak people treasured their traditions of freedom
and self-government for which their ancestors had fought and
died. Their will to maintain it, once it was back in their own
hands, was grimly firm. They could therefore understand the
persistence and dogged resourcefulness of their Foreign Min-
ister and later President in his dealings with the rest of the
European family of nations. To them his policy was simple
and clear: their state must earn the respect of the older and
larger states for its moderation, sobriety, political candour, and
its unfailing willingness to collaborate in the preservation of
peace and the furtherance of understanding among nations.
Again it is manifest why Benes so precisely represented the
corporate tradition and will of the Czechoslovak people,

An ancient Saxon chronicler had differentiated between
the Slav and the Teuton by describing the former as interested
primarily in peace and tilling his own soil. The German,
however, according to this Saxon writer, preferred the clang
of battle and the glory of conquest. The East Prussian
Romanticist, Herder, again gave voice to this judgment of the
peace-loving nature of the Slav. As a general axiom it is
certainly open to serious objections. The Slavs have always
had their share of belligerency. But it is certainly true that the
Czechs and particularly the Slovaks have not been among
the more militarily aggressive peoples of Europe. If we may
judge by their heroes, the Czechoslovaks are not a wariike
people. They have had their Zizka, but he was a reluctant
warrior, defending the freedom of his people and their faith
against repeated attacks by their German neighbours. This
people has had no Frederic): II, no Charles XII, no Napoleon.
The real heroes of the Czechoslovak people have not been
their military leaders. Hus, Chel&cky, Komensky, Kollir,
HavliCek, Palacky, Masaryk, these are their heroes, and they
have been heroes of the spirit, not of the sword. The Czecho-
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